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The Four Paths

——

[ Late J. M. Nallaswami Pillai, B. A., B. L. ]

(Continued from Page 89)

So that all our understanding of him till the

Tho Four Pamye 11081 goal is reached will be merely
fictitious, or use a better word, sym-

bolical. The conception whether that of the Bhakta
or Yogi, Hindu or Christian will only be sym-
bolical. We introduce a real element into it when
we introduce love in our conception of God. And
this conception naturally divides itself into four
forms, that of master and servant, parent and child,
friend and friend, and lover and loved. All other
conceptions can be reduced into these four. There
is love and knowledge in all these different forms
of Bavana or Sadana. As our Lord and master,
we do Him and His bhaktas, loving service and
obedience and reverence. In the master, we lose
our own identity. To the father and mother, obe-
dience and service and reverence and love in a
greater degree is exhibited. To the friend we can
say ‘I am He,” ‘He is myself,” ‘all mine are His’ and
‘all His are mine.” In real life, this ideal of friend-
ship is rarely manifested. Qur people could hardly
appreciate the act of the saint who gave his wife
to the bhakta who demanded her of him. How would
you like the Pourtrayal of Hall Caine of the lowborn
and illiterate Manxeman who loved and continued
to-love more and more the high born and cultured
ax.‘lstocrat who betrayed him, cheated and robbed
him of his betrothed and forfeited all claims to
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regard respect. It was because his friendship on his
own part was sincere and true.

Tt is this ideal of the friendship and the bavana
required under it whice reveals the meaning of the
formulas of Tatvamasi and Aham Brahmasmi, given
out as the mantras to be practiced by the Yogi. In
Yoga, the identity of bavana is fully reached. When
we understand this fully, we can understand all the
episodes in the life of St. Sundara, who was of the
very image of Somasundara and whom God chose
as his own ‘friend.’

o devsFwris Wesliuweul WarSTepsres @ueT gie
Qg o spinmis wrer Qe SMFSE5sE &L&

DT @ ypQLIT GOBT & T LTS SE ST (oFuieveor
TapQuer IfsFHsCaar aare epie nadarGu.

In life, have you felt the hundredth part of this
love for your friend, the gnawing pain at heart when
you are separated and the boundless joy when you
met.

These are then the four paths or margas Chariya,
Kriya, Yoga and Gnana, otherwise called Dasa,
Satputra and Saha and Sanmarga. And the various
duties assigned under each are only such as our
love of the master or father or friend or lover wil}
induce us to manifest in tokens of our love. These
duties are meaningless except as tokens of our love
and as diciplining us to love and love more God and
his creatures.

aarQu &f par Wepsd LSS B
QurarQur p sareder Qurmw e pins gub
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e Gur Q& waniGenp T i Esear i
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These duties are for the Dasa Margi.

ereflwarey Gu 1AL_ever Qsmiige
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Our christian friends who regard our building
Temples and spending in ornaments and flowers
will scarcely realize why millions of money are
spent on churches and church decorations. The
money spent in flowers on Easter and Christmas
festivities in churches comes to a million or more
each year. Christ rebuked the man who held the
joint purse and who objected to Mary’s wasting
that precious scented oil on Christ’s feet. It was
not the value of the oil that was worth anything

but the love that prompted that sacrifice was
worth all.

But it is not by costly gifts alone we can
manifest our love.

The duties of Satputra margi are as follows.

“YEg g aurdggew Curppe CFlgHL o
QFDD B5DHDAULD QT WIEHLD WIPSEEGT Lo
CrElg @ Lararepd BagH QFligeown
@®EDD FHyG Sroriss or@GGu.”
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are those of the Sahamargi. The eight forms
of Yoga referred to are Yama, Niyama, Asana,
Pranayama, Pratyakara, Darana, Dyana and Sa-
madhi, and we note only here the definition of Yama
and Niyama.

Yama is Ahimsa, Satyam, refraining from theft,
celibacy or chastity, mercifulness, devoid of
deceitfulness, contentedness, courage, taking little
food and purity. Niyama is performing tapas,
and japam, vratam, believing in God, worshipping
Him, reading and meditating on the shastras,
being cheerful, fearful of evil and intelligent.

The duties of Sanmarga are stated as follows.
usuTF BB LWL T i1y &
sGQwrg QrnesFin $Fs 027Gl
fwrg o.cmanns QaresGur swggmnol
WDFUTET FRres wrergar wori&sGLe.

These four sadanas are so arranged that -one
may lead into the other. And the forms and
symbols in each are so chosen that as one reaches
the higher path, fresh meaning and fresh beauty
and life may burst forth, as his own intelligence
and love ripens to receive the fresh life.

The Temple built of brick and mortar be-
comes the very soul and heart of the Yogi and
the Sivalinga becomes the Loving Presence and
Light of the Supreme. The food wel offered by
the devotee gradually comes to mean the sacrifice
of anava or sQursi.

The beauty of such books as the Tiruvachaka,
Thevara and Tiruvaimozhi consists in this that it.
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furnishes the required mental and spiritual food to
the illiterate and the most cultured minds.

That these four paths arc natural divisions,
it will be readily perceived. The world’s great
religions may be ranged under one or other of these
heads. Mahomedanism and the ancient Judaism fall
under the first division. It was the merit of Jesus
christ that he brought into greater prominence the
Fatherhood of God. The following quotations from
the Bible will show that the other paths are not
unrecognized by Jesus Christ.

“Ye call me Master and lord and ye o say well
for so Tam,” St. John. X111 13.

“If ye love me keep my commandments. XIV 15

Little children, vet awhile T am with you; a new
commandment I give you. That ye love one anothers
as L have loved youithat yo also love one another:

X1V 33. 34.

N el P A .
i “Greater love hath no man that this, that a mal
;lay down his life for his friends.”

‘ “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever T con”
mand you.”

#  “Henceforth T call you not servants; for the
"_‘ervant knoweth not what the master docth, bub
'_:ha,ve called you friends, for all things that I lm\”,e
geard of my father [ have made known unto you

(To (\m?tinu")
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